
DÜRER

Always prepared for a difficult challenge, 
Dürer accurately captured both his hare 
and monkey, highlighting the different tufts 
of hair and the many light and dark brown 
shades of their coats.

You can draw and paint lifelike animals too 
using different colours of your gouache and 
highlighting your paint once dry with a thin 
line of Indian ink.

Now it’s your turn! 

Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528) was a German 
draughtsman, engraver and painter. A great artist, 
he drew pictures painted with gouache that are so 
realistic they almost look like photos.



LIST OF LEFRANC BOURGEOIS 
MATERIALS

• Sheet of paper (120 or 160gsm)
• Protective apron 
• Indian ink 
• Gouache palette 
• Brushes

PAINTING AN ANIMAL IN THE STYLE OF DÜRER

DRAWING THE MONKEY’S HEAD

LIST OF OTHER 
MATERIALS

•  A glass of water 

STEP 1

STEP 3

Using your pencil, start by sketching the 
shapes in drawing 1.

When you’re happy with your drawing, 
trace over your lines with Indian ink.

STEP 2

STEP 4
After your ink is dry, use an eraser to rub out the shapes 
you drew in pencil when copying drawing 1.

drawing 1

drawing 2

drawing 3

To finish your sketch, add the monkey’s facial features 
by drawing the eyes, nose, mouth, eyebrows as shown 
in drawing 2.



If this drawing is too complicated, print the 
step-by-step guide or completed drawing 
(found on the last two pages). Use 120 or 
160gsm paper for better resistance when 
painting and inking your drawing. Then go 
straight to the next steps!

STEP 5

STEP 7

With your gouache palette, paint the 
monkey’s eyes blue (or another colour 
of your choice).

You can layer the blues and purples to add relief or mix the 2 
colours together to create a play of shadows.

STEP 6
Choose 2 coordinated colours, like light green and dark 
green, pink and red, yellow and orange....
For this version, we will use light blue and purple to 
paint the monkey and the shadows of his fur in the style 
of Dürer.

ELBÉ’S TIPS:

COLOURING



STEP 6 & 7 BIS
In this example, the monkey is painted in orange 
and brown.

You can make shadows by mixing brown with a 
little blue.

STEP 8 
To accentuate your monkey drawing, trace over 
the lines of dry paint using Indian ink and your 
brush.

FINAL STEPS

STEP 9
If you want to add a black background to your drawing, 
paint the bottom of your sheet with Indian ink using a 
larger brush.
Finally, leave your painting to dry completely. Bravo! Your 
monkey really looks like a real one!






